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go to ask for of her ?    Of.  Nothing new but those common
matters, the health of my family, the increase of my fortune,
a long and a happy life in this world, and eternal happiness in
the next.   Me. But could not our Virgin Mary have done as
much for you here?  She has at Antwerp a temple much more
magnificent than that beyond sea.    Og.  I will not deny that
she is able, but one thing is bestowed in one place and another
thing in another;  whether this be her pleasure merely, or
whether she, being of a kind disposition, accommodates herself
in this to our affections.    Me.   I have often heard of James,
but, prithee, give me some account of that beyond-sea lady.
Og. I will do it as briefly as I can.   Her name is very famous
all over England, and you shall scarce find anybody in that
island who thinks his affairs can be prosperous unless he every
year makes some present to that lady, greater or smaller,
according as his circumstances are in the world.   Me. Where-
abouts does she dwell ?   Og. Near the coast, upon the furthest
part between the west and the north, about three miles from
the sea; it is a town that depends chiefly upon the resort of
strangers.   There is a college of Canons Regular there,.,.This
college has little else to maintain it but the liberality of the
Virgin, for all presents of value are laid up; but as for any-
thing of money or lesser value, that goes to the support of the
flock and the head of it, which they call the prior.   Me. Are
they men of good lives ?    Og.   Not much amiss.   They are
richer in piety than in revenue.   There is a clever neat church,
but the Virgin does not dwell in it herself, but upon point of
honour has given it to her Son,   Her church is on the right
hand of her Son's....And she does not dwell there neither, for
the building is not finished; the doors and windows are all
open, and the wind blows through it; and not far off is a place
where Oceanus the father of the winds resides.    Me. That is
a hard case; where does she dwell then?    Og,   In that un-
finished church that I spoke of, there is a little boarded chapel
with a little door on each side to receive visitors.   There is but
little light to it but what comes from the tapers; but the scent
' is very grateful.   Me.   All these things conduce to religion.
Of. Nay, Menedemus, if you saw the inside of it you would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